
 

Tiddesley Wood, the Harry Green reserve - a summary of the management plan 

Brief Description 
Tiddesley Wood is situated in SE Worcestershire, approximately 1.5 km WSW of Pershore and 2 km NNE of Defford. 
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust (WWT) owns 76 hectares of the total 81 hectare woodland. The woodland occupies a 
low ridge between the valley of the River Avon to the south and one of its tributaries, the Bow Brook, to the west. 
WWT also own 7 hectares of adjoining fields to the north which contain a mature plum orchard and hay meadows. 
 

Ownership of the wood transferred to WWT on 10th January 1985, and work has been undertaken since to return 
the wood to native species with a varied age structure. 
 

Tiddesley Wood is ancient semi-natural woodland and has probably existed in one form or another for the last 6000 
years. The management of the wood passed from the Westminster Estate when it was leased by the Forestry 
Commission in 1952. During this period most hardwood was clear-felled and planted with a range of conifer species. 
This largely failed though some areas remain.  The Bow Brook flows alongside the western boundary of the reserve 
and has a narrow flood plain within the western edge of the wood. This comparatively damp zone is covered largely 
by rank herbaceous growth with invasive crack willow and grey willow. 
 

Ash is the main species of tree within the wood, although oak, silver birch and aspen are major components, with 
field maple, hawthorn, spindle, small leaved lime and hazel in the understorey. A significant plant is lineage elm, a 
distinctive woodland hybrid originally found in Lineage wood in west Sussex. The woodland ground flora is very rich, 
and contains ancient woodland indicator species such as wood anemone, bluebell, herb Paris and birds nest orchid. 
The network of wide rides, while overgrown in places, contain common spotted orchid, devil’s bit scabious and small 
teasel. 
 

There are a number of interesting insect species including silver-washed fritillary and white admiral, and a locally 
important colony of noble chafer beetles in the old orchard. The wood supports most common woodland birds but 
has lost the marsh warbler and nightingale which were historically present, largely due to reduction in these species 
ranges.  Roe and muntjac deer are present in the wood, and their numbers are believed to have been building over 
the last decades. Concerns over the impacts of deer on regeneration have led to monitoring in recent years and the 
implementation of a low level cull in the winter 2014/15. 
 

The reserve is within Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Severn and Avon Vales Living Landscape and Natural England’s 
Severn and Avon Vales national character area. 
 

There is access to the wood through a network of permissive paths and a bridle path which crosses the middle of the 
reserve. WWT provide a car park at the northern end of the wood, off Rebecca road. 
 

Management aims 
Within the woodland the primary aim is to recreate the diverse range of species and structure of semi-natural 
ancient woodland.  
 

The plum orchard’s key feature is the presence of the noble chafer beetle although it is also important for other 
species, so management is focussed on retaining as many old fruit trees and food plants as possible while planting 
new trees for future continuity of habitat. 
 

The hay meadows are improving in floristic diversity, but are relatively species-poor, and are used for parking on the 



Tiddesley Wood Open Day. Management is by hay cutting and aftermath grazing to encourage botanical 
improvement. 
Tiddesley Wood is also a flagship reserve and receives many visitors so it is also used to communicate the message of 
the Wildlife Trust to the public through a variety of means. 
 
Rationale 
The age of the wood is confirmed by the richness and composition of flora, there being approximately 300 recorded 
vascular plants to date.  
 
The relatively recent replacement of hardwood with conifers by the Forestry Commission in the 1960’s has created 
issues with a uniform woodland structure without veteran trees and heavy shading. This reduces diversity of 
woodland flora and sapling regeneration. 
 
Management is targeted to create a diverse and open structure over the majority of the wood to offer as wide a 
range of woodland habitats as possible. This is being done through removal of any remaining conifer stands, thinning 
within the areas of broadleaved woodland, and maintaining a network of wide open rides. 
 
Key remaining features of the original ancient woodland such as small-leaved lime and wild service tree should be 
identified and retained during management work or protected after cutting in the case of old ash stools. 
 
Summary of Management. 
 
Woodland:  

 Creation of woodland diversity and structure through ecologically sensitive forestry. 

 Removal of non-native species to reduce acidification, shading and benefit wildlife associated with native 
species. 

 Maintaining diversity of ancient woodland ground flora. 

 Annual short rotation coppice work to create open and young scrub habitats. 

 Create and maintain an open ride network for invertebrates and nesting birds. 

 Monitor woodland specialist species including birds and butterflies. 

 Survey deer impacts and supervise deer control team. 

 Ensure management meets Forestry Commission and SSSI obligations and Forestry Grant Scheme conditions 
are met. 

 
Plum orchard: 

 Maintain and prolong the life of existing veteran plum trees. 

 Extend orchards and replace dead trees with young local variety trees. 

 Cut and graze to increase botanical diversity in the grassland. 
  
Hay meadow: 

 Cut and graze to increase botanical diversity in the grassland. 
 
Community: 

 Support the local group in delivering the Tiddesley Wood Open Day. 

 Support the local group in running the winter log sales. 

 Warden the reserve and educate the public as to the value and management of the reserve. 
 


